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hatred until the Day of Resurrection.  And AllŒh is going to 
inform them about what they used to do.

15. O People of the Scripture, there has come to you Our Messenger
making clear to you much of what you used to conceal of the 
Scripture and overlooking much.221  There has come to you 
from AllŒh a light and a clear Book [i.e., the QurÕŒn]

16. By which AllŒh guides those who pursue His pleasure to the 
ways of peace222 and brings them out from darknesses into the 
light, by His permission, and guides them to a straight path.

17. They have certainly disbelieved who say that AllŒh is Christ, 
the son of Mary.  Say, "Then who could prevent AllŒh at all if 
He had intended to destroy Christ, the son of Mary, or his mother
or everyone on the earth?"  And to AllŒh belongs the dominion
of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them.  
He creates what He wills, and AllŒh is over all things competent.

18. But the Jews and the Christians say, "We are the children of 
AllŒh and His beloved."  Say, "Then why does He punish you 
for your sins?"  Rather, you are human beings from among 
those He has created.  He forgives whom He wills, and He 
punishes whom He wills.  And to AllŒh belongs the dominion 
of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them, 
and to Him is the [final] destination.

19. O People of the Scripture, there has come to you Our Messenger
to make clear to you [the religion] after a period [of suspension]
of messengers, lest you say, "There came not to us any bringer 
of good tidings or a warner."  But there has come to you a 
bringer of good tidings and a warner.  And AllŒh is over all 
things competent.

20. And [mention, O Muúammad], when Moses said to his people,
"O my people, remember the favor of AllŒh upon you when 

                                               
221Of your sin in that regard.
222i.e., security, well-being, integrity and escape from Hellfire.  Literally, 

"freedom from all evil."
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He appointed among you prophets and made you possessors223

and gave you that which He had not given anyone among the 
worlds.

21. O my people, enter the Holy Land [i.e., Palestine] which AllŒh
has assigned to you and do not turn back [from fighting in 
AllŒh's cause] and [thus] become losers."

22. They said, "O Moses, indeed within it is a people of tyrannical 
strength, and indeed, we will never enter it until they leave it; 
but if they leave it, then we will enter."

23. Said two men from those who feared [to disobey] upon whom 
AllŒh had bestowed favor, "Enter upon them through the gate, 
for when you have entered it, you will be predominant.224  
And upon AllŒh rely, if you should be believers."

24. They said, "O Moses, indeed we will not enter it, ever, as long 
as they are within it; so go, you and your Lord, and fight.  
Indeed, we are remaining right here."

25. [Moses] said, "My Lord, indeed I do not possess [i.e., control] 
except myself and my brother, so part us225 from the defiantly 
disobedient people."

26. [AllŒh] said, "Then indeed, it is forbidden to them for forty 
years [in which] they will wander throughout the land.  So do 
not grieve over the defiantly disobedient people."

27. And recite to them the story of Adam's two sons, in truth, 
when they both offered a sacrifice [to AllŒh], and it was accepted
from one of them but was not accepted from the other.  Said 
[the latter], "I will surely kill you."  Said [the former], "Indeed,
AllŒh only accepts from the righteous [who fear Him].

28. If you should raise your hand against me to kill me – I shall 

                                               
223Of all that you need – specifically, homes, wives and servants.  Or 

"sovereigns," i.e., those of independent authority.
224i.e., If you obey the command of AllŒh trusting in Him, He will fulfill His 

promise to you.
225Or "distinguish us" or "judge between us."




